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    AUGUST DAY SERVICES MODERNISATION NETWORK MEETING

The next meeting of the National Day Services Modernisation Network will be taking place on Thursday 13th August from 11am-3pm in Bristol. The topic will be ‘User-Run Day Services’, and we will be hearing from people with experience of this area and insights into how to make it work. There will also be plenty of opportunity for discussion and to learn from each other. 

There is no charge to attend but due to an anticipated high demand, the following criteria will be applied to allocate places:
1. No more than one person from an organisation (excluding the sponsoring organisations)

2. Three places will be allocated to each of the sponsoring organisations, one place to a paid service user representative, nine places to voluntary sector providers, three for user-run organisations, three to commissioners and two to statutory sector providers

3. Within each category of allocated places, allocation will be on a first come first served basis following promotion in this E-Bulletin

We are now taking bookings for the August meeting. If you would like to attend please contact elena.pereira-haynes@rethink.org as soon as possible and by 30th July. The Network would particularly like to encourage people from user-run organisations and services to attend this meeting.
    DAY SERVICES AND PERSONALISATION

The second meeting of the Day Services Modernisation Network took place in Birmingham on 6th May and looked at the issue of day services and personalisation. A presentation by Colin Robertson from Sitra was followed by some brief presentations from providers and an interesting and wide-ranging discussion. Minutes of the meeting and Colin’s presentation can be downloaded from: http://www.socialinclusion.org.uk/work_areas/index.php?subid=96#section003 

For people who are interested in exploring personalisation and mental health further, the ‘Putting Us First’ conference on 8th July in London promises to be a “learning conference for practitioners and policy-makers”. More details are available from: http://www.pavpub.com/pavpub/conferences/showfull.asp?Conference=822 

         UPDATE ON THE INCLUSION INSTITUTE
Part of the pan-university International School for Communities, Rights and Inclusion, ‘The Inclusion Institute’, led by Professor David Morris, will take forward the work of the National Social Inclusion Programme as a national and international centre of excellence for learning, evidence, innovation and practice on inclusion in the context of both personalisation and sustainable, engaged communities. The work on mental health day services is a key strand of this work.

The Inclusion Institute will utilise the philosophy, expertise and learning resources of the National Social Inclusion Programme, working co-productively with citizens to build a sustainable and practical evidence base on inclusion, linked to local support for development and practice. 

With a number of Academic and Development Associates to augment the broad range of resources of ISCRI, the Institute aims to offer learning networks, bespoke practice development and consultancy, course development and practice-based evaluation and research. Together with a range of national partner and affiliate organisations, it will support work on inclusion in older people, families, dementia and disability as well as mental health.

The Institute is likely to incorporate a number of hosted networks, including an experienced reference group of service users, an integrated network of Professional Colleges with the Association of Directors of Adult Social Services and an established academic network of universities. 

In recognition that sustainable change in services is not a ‘one-off’ activity, the Institute’s work on day services will continue to support the Day Services Modernisation Network, the dissemination of resources, the sharing of good practice and the connecting of people engaged in this work for mutual learning.
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